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City  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Peterborough. 

Telephone  No.  2241,  ext.  25. 


To  :  The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Again  I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1961. 

Once  again  the  health  standards  have  been  satisfactory  as  shown  by  the 
vital  statistics  enclosed  in  the  body  of  my  report. 

The  slum  clearance  programme  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily. 

Although  the  attitude  to  clean  air  has  hitherto  been  rather  apathetic,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  are  carrying  out  negotiations  with  a  view  to  the 
inauguration  of  a  Smoke  Control  Area  in  the  City. 

Although  part  of  the  Car  Dyke  has  now  been  culverted,  much  remains  to 
be  a  nuisance,  especially  that  part  which  crosses  Padholme  Road  and  Fengate. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  continued  support,  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  for 
his  co-operation,  and  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  given  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  all  other  officers  of  the  Council. 


September,  1962. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  SMEATON. 
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SECTION  I 
STATISTICS 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for  Peterborough 
is  62,270,  which  shows  an  increase  of  5,290  over  that  of  last  year.  The  natural 
increase,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  533. 


Birth  Rate. 

The  crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  19.29  while  the  index 
rate  was  18.52.  The  national  figure  was  17.4. 

The  number  of  live  births  born  during  1961  was  1,201,  of  which  637  were 
males  and  564  were  females.  There  were  72  illegitimate  births  during  1961, 
an  increase  of  7  on  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  stillbirths  during  the  year,  the  total 
figure  being  21  as  compared  with  25  during  1960.  The  Still  Birth  Rate  was  17.18 
as  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  19.1. 


Death  Rate. 

The  crude  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  10.73  per  1,000  population  while  the 
index  Death  Rate  was  11.37.  The  National  Figure  for  1961  was  12.0. 

There  were  339  deaths  due  to  circulatory  disease,  showing  an  increase 
of  35  over  the  previous  year.  112  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous  system,  an  increase  of  13  compared  with  last  year.  Deaths  from 
coronary  disease  accounted  for  1 18,  an  increase  of  28  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Malignant  diseases  accounted  for  111  deaths,  a  decrease  of  5  on  the  1960 
figure.  Of  these  deaths  27  were  due  to  carcinoma  of  the  lung  and  bronchus, 
an  increase  of  5  compared  with  last  year. 

Deaths  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  9,  a  decrease  of  2  compared  with 
the  1960  figure.  The  number  of  deaths  due  to  all  other  accidents  was  27  as 
compared  with  13  in  1960. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

21  infants  under  the  age  of  1  year  died  during  1961.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  of  17.49  is  again  a  record  low  figure  for  this  city,  being  even  lower  than  the 
record  figure  of  18.80  attained  in  1960. 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

No  deaths  occurred  under  this  heading  during  1961. 
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SECTION  II 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Although  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  overall  number  of  notifications 
received  during  1961,  this  was  due  to  the  measles  epidemic  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  4  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year,  this  being  a 
decrease  of  1  on  the  1960  figure. 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1961. 

Measles. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  measles  notified  during 
1961,  this  being  due  to  the  epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  whooping  cough  cases  notified  during  1961  was  22  compared 
with  43  in  1960. 


Acute  Pneumonia. 

There  were  21  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  during  1961,  this  being  a  decrease 
of  1  on  last  year’s  figure. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

During  1961  there  were  56  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  compared 
with  48  cases  in  1960. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified 
during  1961. 


Dysentery. 

No  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  1961. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1961  were  9,  which 
shows  a  considerable  drop  compared  with  the  1960  figure  of  32. 


Food  Poisoning. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  only  2  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
1961,  whereas  21  such  cases  were  notified  during  1960. 
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SECTION  III 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

The  Weather. 

1961  was  a  dry  year,  only  4  months  having  rainfall  in  excess  of  the  average. 

The  complete  year  showed  a  deficit  of  3.5  inches  when  compared  with  the 
average  yearly  rainfall  at  the  Sewage  Purification  Works,  Fengate,  Peterborough, 
which,  at  the  present  time,  is  21.15  inches. 

There  was  only  one  period  of  drought,  this  being  in  March  when  18  days 
without  rain  were  recorded. 

There  were  159  dry  days  as  against  the  average  of  209,  indicating  that  there 
were  many  wet  days  although  very  small  amounts  of  rain  fell  on  some  of  these 
days. 

Records  of  the  rainfall  at  the  Sewage  Purification  Works  were  kindly 
supplied  by  the  City  Engineer’s  Department,  and  Table  VII,  showing  the  rain¬ 
fall  month  by  month,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 


Housing. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  on  1st  January,  1962,  was  1255, 
which  shows  an  increase  of  66  as  compared  with  the  figure  at  1st  January,  1961. 

In  accordance  with  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  under  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rent  Act,  1954,  the  original  number  of  unfit  houses  recommended  for  demo¬ 
lition  was  427  and,  at  that  time,  the  Council  decided  to  provide  at  least  60  Council 
houses  per  year  for  re-housing  until  the  programme  was  completed.  A  sum- 


mary  is  shown  below  : — 

Houses  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas 

Up  to  3  Ur 
December,  1960 
353 

During  1961 
58 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

53 

11 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  owned  by  the 
City  Council  . 

4 

— 

Total 

410 

69 

Grand  Total  . . 

479 

The  City  Council  have  authorised  the  allocation  of  a  further  60  Corporation 
houses  for  slum  clearance  during  1962  and  the  slum  clearance  programme  will 
proceed  accordingly. 


Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  the  Corporation’s  supply. 
During  the  year  all  treated  water  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  raw  and  chlorinated  water  at  source,  also  of 
mains  water,  made  weekly  by  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Peterborough 
Memorial  Hospital.  In  addition,  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination 
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of  raw  water  at  source  made  monthly,  and  mains  water  six  monthly,  by  in¬ 
dependent  analyst.  The  raw  water  usually  falls  into  Class  1  (excellent).  Only 
occasionally  at  one  source  at  times  of  low  water  table  does  it  fall  below  that 
standard.  The  only  treatment  of  the  water  is  simple  chlorine  when  it  enters 
the  supply  mains  at  source.  The  chlorinated  water  put  into  supply  from  both 
sources  is  always  “very  satisfactory.” 

The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

Chlorination  is  the  only  action  required  and  taken  in  respect  of  any  form 
of  contamination. 

The  average  daily  consumption  in  the  city  was  3,114,000  gallons,  which 
represents  a  decrease  of  78,000  gallons  per  day  over  last  year  and  a  consump¬ 
tion  of  50  gallons  per  head  per  day.  In  addition,  1 ,864,000  gallons  were  supplied 
to  neighbouring  authorities,  representing  an  increase  of  144,000  gallons  per  day 
on  the  1960  figure.  The  number  of  dwellings  within  the  city  with  direct  water 
supplied  by  tap  in  the  house  was  19,780,  and  the  number  supplied  by  standpipe 
189. 

I  append  below  reports  on  examinations  of  raw  and  treated  waters  : — 


Report  on  examination  of  raw  water. 

ETTON  : — Water  taken  from  Pumping  Station  at  8.10  a.m.  8/8/61 
WILSTHORPE  : — Water  taken  from  Pumping  Station  at  10.05  a.m.  8/8/61 


This  water  contains  per  million  parts  : — 

Etton 

Wilsthorpe 

Total  Solids  dried  180°C 

482.00 

490.00 

Suspended  Matter 

0.00 

0.00 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

35.50 

28.40 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

2.10 

2.10 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

0.001 

Absent 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 

0.088 

0.020 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.040 

0.024 

Temporary  Hardness 

235.00 

235.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

94.50 

141.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  (a)  80°F.  from  N/80  KMn04  0.14 

0.10 

pH  value  . . 

7.20 

7.30 

Appearance 

Clear  and  bright  in  both 

Odour 

None 

None 

Taste  and  Colour 

Normal 

Normal 

Heavy  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Chlorine 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar  at  21°C. 

Absent 

Absent 

in  72  hrs. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar  37°C. 

1 

1 

in  24  hrs. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar  37°C. 

0 

0 

in  48  hrs. 

1 

1 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100  mis.  at  37°C.  in  48  hrs. 

0 

0 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis.  at  44 °C.  in  48  hrs.  . . 

0 

0 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive) 

Absent  in 

Absent  in 

100  mils. 

100  mils. 
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Mineral  Analysis  : — 

Parts  per 

million  : — 

Etton 

Wilsthorpe 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

. .  25.9 

24.5 

Dissolved  Oxygen  (17°C.) 

7.0 

6.3 

Calcium  as  Ca 

..  116.0 

138.0 

Magnesium  as  Mg 

9.6 

7.7 

Sodium  as  Na 

. .  44.0 

26.56 

Carbonates  as  CO  3 

..  141.0 

135.0 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

..  35.5 

28.4 

Sulphates  as  SO  4 

..  119.0 

135.0 

Nitrates  as  NO  3 

9.3 

9.3 

Silicates  as  SiO  3 

7.63 

7.63 

Iron  as  Fe203  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

Probable  Composition  (parts  per  million)  : — 

Calcium  Carbonate,  CaC03 

. .  235.0 

235.0 

Calcium  Sulphate,  CaS04 

. .  74.8 

149.6 

Magnesium  Sulphate,  MgS04 

. .  47.5 

36.5 

Sodium  Sulphate,  Na2S04 

..  38.8 

0.0 

Sodium  Chloride,  NaCl 

..  58.5 

46.8 

Sodium  Nitrate,  NaN03 

..  12.75 

12.75 

Sodium  Silicate,  Na2Si03 

12.23 

12.23 

Sodium  Fluoride,  NaF 

0.42 

0.21 

Fluorides  as  Fluorine  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.19  0.095 


Observations  : — 

ETTON  : — This  water  falls  into  Class  1  (“excellent”)  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  classification  of  piped  water  supplies.  The  chlorine  dosage  of  0.3 
part  per  million  should  be  an  ample  safeguard  of  the  bacterial  quality  of  the 
water  passing  into  public  supply. 


WILSTHORPE  : — This  water  falls  into  Class  1  (“excellent”)  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  classification  of  piped  water  supplies.  The  chlorine  dosage  of  0.4 
part  per  million  should  be  an  ample  safeguard  of  the  bacterial  quality  of  the 
water  passing  into  public  supply. 


Report  on  examination  of  treated  water. 

Mark  1  :  Tap  in  Town  Hall  Cloakroom,  Peterborough,  9.30  a.m.  30/5/61. 

2  :  2  Fairfield  Road,  Peterborough,  10.0  a.m.  30/5/61. 

3  :  1444  Lincoln  Road,  Peterborough,  10.55  a.m.  30/5/61. 


This  water  contains  per  million  parts  : — 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Total  Solids  dried  180°C. 

475.00 

480.00 

475.00 

Suspended  Matter 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

31.95 

>1.95 

31.95 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

1.53 

1.68 

1.82 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 

0.040 

0.032 

0.040 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.016 

0.008 

0.004 

Temporary  Hardness 

245.00 

240.00 

245.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

110.00 

132.00 

100.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  @  80°F.  from 
N/80  KMn04 

0.00 

0.24 

0.24 

pH  value 

7.20 

7.20 

7.00 

Appearance 

Clear  and  bright  in  all 

Odour 

None 

None 

None 

Taste  and  Colour 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Heavy  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Chlorine 

0.15 

0.25 

0.20 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 
at  21°C.  in  72  hrs. 

4 

3 

5 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 
37°C.  in  24  hrs. 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 
37°C.  in  48  hrs. 

3 

2 

4 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100  mis.  at  37°C. 
in  48  hrs. 

0 

0 

0 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis.  at  44°C.  in 
48  hrs. 

0 

0 

0 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive)  Absent  in  . . 

100  mils. 

100  mils. 

100  mils 

Observations  : — 

These  waters  all  fell  into  Class  1  (“excellent”)  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classi¬ 
fication  of  piped  water  supplies. 


Public  Slipper  Baths. 

The  number  of  persons  using  the  Corporation’s  Public  Slipper  Baths 
was  25,867,  which  represents  a  weekly  average  of  528.  This  is  an  increase  of  1 
person  a  week  as  compared  with  1960.  Once  again  the  number  of  males  who 
made  use  of  the  facilities  was  far  in  excess  of  the  females.  The  number  of  old 
age  pensioners  who  made  use  of  the  Baths  was  425  as  compared  with  393  in  the 
previous  year. 

Certain  alterations  were  made  in  the  boiler  house  plant  which  necessitated 
the  Baths  being  closed  for  three  weeks  in  April. 


Open  Air  Swimming  Pools. 

The  Public  Swimming  Pool  was  open  to  the  public  from  7  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
daily  from  6th  May  to  17th  September.  The  number  of  bathers  was  128,373 
and  the  number  of  spectators  was  22,905.  This  shows  a  decrease  in  swimmers 
and  an  increase  in  spectators  compared  with  the  1960  figures  of  154,458  swim¬ 
mers  and  22,643  spectators.  Regular  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the 
pool  and  submitted  for  laboratory  examination.  All  the  samples  showed  the 
water  to  be  of  suitable  bacterial  and  chemical  quality  for  use  in  the  Swimming 
Pool. 
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The  Swimming  Pool  uses  water  from  the  town  main  supply,  both  for 
the  initial  filling  and  make-up  purposes,  the  source  being  the  Lincolnshire  lime¬ 
stone.  The  water  is  continuously  circulated  during  opening  hours  through  the 
filtration  plant,  being  turned  over  every  six  hours.  It  is  chemically  treated  for 
the  removal  of  impurities  and  sterilised  by  chlorination  prior  to  entering  the 
pool. 


Public  Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

There  are  approximately  22,200  moveable  ashbins  in  the  city. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Work  was  completed  on  the  construction  of  the  Southern  Orbital  Sewer — 
the  first  stage  in  the  programme  for  opening  up  the  west  side  of  the  city  for 
development.  A  contract  was  let  for  the  construction  of  the  Western  Trunk 
Sewer  from  its  junction  with  the  Southern  Orbital  Sewer  northwards  to  Westwood 
airfield. 

The  purification  plant  functioned  satisfactorily  for  most  of  the  year  and 
there  were  three  months  when  a  sub-standard  effluent  was  produced. 

The  consultants  who  have  been  preparing  a  scheme  for  works  extensions 
have  now  almost  completed  their  task.  This  scheme  should  alleviate  the 
present  works  overload  and  enable  the  works  to  produce  a  continuously  good 
effluent. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  buckets  emptied  weekly 
in  the  city,  and  in  view  of  the  extension  of  the  city’s  sewers,  it  seems  likely  that 
the  service  may  be  discontinued  in  the  near  future. 
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SECTION  IV 


MISCELLANEOUS 


International  Certificates. 

During  the  year  431  International  Certificates  were  franked  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  These  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Smallpox 

Cholera 

Others 


338 


68 

25 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

Application  was  made  for  an  Emergency  Order  for  the  removal  of  an  old 
lady  who  was  living  in  insanitary  circumstances,  primarily  because  of  her 
refusal  to  accept  a  home  help.  After  a  short  period  of  detention  she  agreed  to 
the  employment  of  home  helps  and  her  room  was  cleaned  up  and  redecorated. 
A  further  Order  was  not  applied  for  and  the  old  lady  returned  to  her  home. 


Medical  Examinations. 

32  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  for  persons  entering  the  employ 
ment  of  the  Corporation  and  6  were  carried  out  for  the  Combined  Police 
Authority. 
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APPENDIX. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1961. 


Area  of  City  in  Acres  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10,022 

Population  :  Census  1961  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  62,031 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (Mid.  1960)  . .  . .  56,980 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (Mid.  1961)  . .  . .  *62,270 

Density  of  Population  :  Persons  per  acre  . .  . .  . .  6.03 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1960)  . .  . .  . .  19,590 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1961)  . .  . .  . .  19,969 

Housing  Density  :  Houses  per  acre  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 .99 

Mean  number  of  occupants  per  house  . .  . .  . .  . .  3.12 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  October,  1961  . .  . .  . .  . .  £927,225 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (1961/1962)  . .  . .  . .  . .  £3,848/7/4^ 


’♦'Statistics  in  this  Report  are  based  on  this  estimate  of  resident  population. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1961. 


Live  Births. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

595 

534 

1,129 

Illegitimate  . . 

42 

30 

72 

Total  Live  Births  . . 

637 

564 

1,201 

Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  : 

19.29 

Index  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  : 

18.52 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  : 

6% 

Still  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

13 

1 

20 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  Still  Births 

14 

7 

21 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  births  : 

17.18 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  : 

0.34 

Total  Birth  Rate  (Live  and  Still)  per  1,000  population  : 

19.62 

(Comparability  Factor  0.96). 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Numbers  during  year  . 

354 

314 

668 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

10.73 

Index  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

11.37 

(Comparability  Factor  1.06). 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

(Number  of  women  dying  as  a  result  of  childbirth — 

Heading  No.  30  in  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  Total  Births 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . .  . .  —  0.00 


Infant  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age)  : 


Male  Female 

Total 

12  9 

21 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births — Total 

17.49 

99  99  99  99 

1,000  „  „  — Legitimate 

16.83 

99  99  99  99 

1,000  „  „  — Illegitimate 

27.77 

Neonatal  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age)  : 

Male  Female 

Total 

8  6 

14 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  :  11.66 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality. 


(Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age)  : 

Male 

6 

Female 

6 

Total 

12 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Births  : 

9.99 

Perinatal  Mortality. 

(Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  one  week)  : 

Male 

20 

Female 

13 

Total 

33 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  :  27.00 


OTHER  STATISTICS,  1961. 


Deaths  from 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  (all  ages) 

118 

99  99 

other  Cardiac  Conditions  (all  ages) 

76 

99  99 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (all  ages) 

111 

99  99 

Measles  (all  ages) 

0 

99  99 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

0 
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TABLE  I. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961. 


Figures  for  the  City  of  Peterborough  and,  where  available 
for  England  and  Wales. 


England 

City  of  Peterborough 

and  Wales 

BIRTHS  «— 

Live 

Still . 

DEATHS  : — 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

Influenza 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis) 

Pneumonia 

NOTIFICATIONS 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 

Smallpox . 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic 
Non-paralytic 
Food  Poisoning 
Acute  Encephalitis  : — 

Infective 
Post-infectious 
Malaria 
Dysentery  . . 

Opthalmia  neonatorum  . . 


Nos. 

Rates  pt 
Civilian  p 

?r  1,000 
opulation 

1201 

19.29 

17.4 

21 

0.34 

0.33 

668 

10.73 

12.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

3 

0.05 

0.07 

1 

0.02 

0.15 

— 

0.00 

— 

_ 

0.00 

0.00 

37 

0.59 

0.65 

0.00 

0.002 

— 

0.00 

0.005 

1 

0.02 

0.01 

4 

0.06 

0.43 

22 

0.35 

0.53 

— 

0.00 

0.001 

1 

0.02 

0.05 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

1420 

22.80 

16.52 

21 

0.34 

0.40 

0.00 

0.02 

— 

0.00 

0.003 

2 

0.03 

0.17 

_ 

0.00 

0.002 

— 

0.00 

0.003 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

0.44 

— 

0.00 

0.02 
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City  of  Peterborough 

England 
and  Wales 

Nos. 

Rates  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

MORTALITY 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  . 

21 

17.49 

21.6 

Infant  Deaths  under  four  weeks  of 
age  . 

14 

11.66 

_ 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  week  of 
age  . 

12 

9.99 

— 

Nos. 

Rates  per  1,000 

Total  Births 

Women  dying  as  a  result  of  child- 

birth  . 

0 

0.00 

— 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

56 

45.83 

— 

17 


TABLE  II. 


STATISTICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1961. 


Causes  of  Death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar-General's  Short  List 

Numbers 

Rates  per 
1,000  pop. 

Rates  per 
1,000 
Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

0.048 

4.491 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . . 

— 

— 

— 

0.000 

0.000 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

0.016 

1.497 

Diphtheria 

- — 

— 

•  — 

0.000 

0.000 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

0.000 

0.000 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

0.000 

0.000 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

0.000 

0.000 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

0.000 

0.000 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
Diseases 

3 

3 

0.048 

4.491 

Malignant  Neoplasm  :  stomach 

8 

8 

16 

0.257 

23.952 

Malignant  Neoplasm  :  lung, 
bronchus 

26 

1 

27 

0.434 

40.419 

Malignant  Neoplasm  :  breast 

— 

11 

11 

0.177 

16.467 

Malignant  Neoplasm  :  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

0.048 

4.491 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

36 

18 

54 

0.867 

80.838 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

0.016 

1.497 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

6 

0.096 

8.982 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

49 

63 

112 

1.799 

167.665 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . . 

74 

44 

118 

1.895 

176.647 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

6 

7 

0.112 

10.479 

Other  heart  disease 

32 

37 

69 

1.108 

103.294 

Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

22 

33 

0.530 

49.401 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

0.016 

1.497 

Pneumonia 

19 

18 

37 

0.595 

55.389 

Bronchitis 

18 

9 

27 

0.434 

40.419 

Other  Diseases  of  respiratory 
system  . 

1 

1 

0.016 

1.497 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

1 

7 

0.112 

10.479 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  . . 

2 

2 

4 

0.064 

5.988 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

2 

2 

0.032 

2.994 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

9 

— 

9 

0.145 

13.473 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

0.000 

0.000 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

6 

7 

0.112 

10.479 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

26 

38 

64 

1.028 

95.808 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

2 

9 

0.144 

13.473 

All  other  accidents 

16 

11 

27 

0.434 

40.419 

Suicide . 

6 

2 

8 

0.128 

11.976 

Homicide  and  operations  of 
war . 

— 

1 

1 

0.016 

1.497 

TOTALS 

354 

314 

668 

TABLE  m. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961. 
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Food  Poisoning  . 


19 


TABLE  IV. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1961. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respii 

•atory 

No 

Respii 

n- 

•atory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0- . 

1- . 

5- . 

10- . 

15- . 

20- . 

25- . 

35- . 

45- . 

55- . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1  1  I  1  1  1  1  1  II  1 

Totals,  1961 

6 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals,  1960 

18 

10 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals,  1959 

15 

9 

5 

1 

5 

1 

1 

— 

TABLE  V. 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1961. 


Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

No.  on  Register  1/1/61 

205 

164 

15 

8 

Notified  during  1961 

13 

8 

— 

3 

Removed  during  1961 

16 

9 

— 

1 

No.  on  Register  31/12/61 

202 

163 

15 

10 

20 


TABLE  VI. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  on  Waiting  List  as  at  1st  January,  1961  ..  ..  ..  1189 

New  Applications  received  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  590 


TOTAL  :  1779 


Number  of  Applicants  housed  or  removed  from  Register  during  1961  299 

Applications  cancelled  during  the  year .  225 


TOTAL  :  524 


Number  on  Waiting  List  as  at  1st  January,  1962  ..  ..  ..  1255 

Number  of  Houses  erected  by  Council — 1961 

Houses — 2  and  3  bedroom  type  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  96 

Flats — 2  bedrooms  8 

Flat  over  Shop — 2  bedrooms  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Aged  Persons  Flats .  50 

Aged  Persons  Bungalows  38 

Single  Persons  Flats — 1  bedroom  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Flats  let  with  Shops  .  4 


TOTAL  :  217 


TABLE  VH. 

RAINFALL  AT  SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  WORKS,  FENGATE, 

PETERBOROUGH— 1961. 


1961 

Total 

Inches 

Difference 
from  Average 
Deficit  Excess 

% 

of 

Average 

Wettest  Day 

Day  Amount 

January 

. .  1.98 

0.34 

— 

85.3 

9th 

0.29 

February 

..  1.32 

0.42 

— 

75.9 

24th 

0.22 

March 

. .  0.27 

0.85 

— 

24.1 

30th 

0.16 

April 

..  1.50 

— 

0.71 

188.0 

4th 

0.27 

May 

..  1.19 

0.24 

— 

83.2 

4th 

0.14 

June 

. .  0.55 

1.53 

— 

27.3 

12th 

0.28 

July 

..  1.60 

0.78 

— 

67.2 

12th 

0.59 

August 

..  1.01 

0.87 

— 

53.7 

7th 

0.24 

September 

..  1.51 

0.44 

— 

77.5 

13th 

0.67 

October 

..  1.94 

— 

0.27 

118.6 

4th 

0.27 

November 

..  1.69 

— 

0.22 

115.0 

10th 

0.92 

December 

. .  3.09 

— 

0.77 

133.0 

29th 

0.81 

17.65 

5.47 

1.97 

83.0  Nov.  10th 

0.92 

Deficit  3.50 
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Public  Health  Inspector’s  Dept., 
Town  Hall, 

Peterborough. 

1962. 


To  :  The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1961,  this  being  my 
thirteenth  and  the  fifty-first  submitted  to  the  City  Council. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  present  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  pre-war.  A  small  instance  is  given  under  the  head¬ 
ing  Infestations  and  Dirty  Premises. 

During  1961  there  was  a  spate  of  new  legislation  affecting  many  branches  of 
our  work,  in  particular,  we  have  felt  the  impact  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act  which  came  into  force  in  1960.  Although  there 
are  many  advantages  in  the  new  arrangements,  a  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  dealing  with  the  odd  caravan  which  pulls  on  to  land,  the  Owner  of  which 
may  be  difficult  to  find,  or  alternatively,  difficult  to  communicate  with.  When 
caravans  were  controlled  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  it  was  possible  to  prosecute 
the  occupier  of  the  caravan  so  that  the  difficulty  of  insisting  on  the  removal  of 
badly  sited  caravans  on  unspecified  plots  of  land  did  not  arise  as  it  does  now. 
With  the  coming  into  force  of  this  Act,  the  Washes  at  Whittlesey  are  no  longer 
available  to  certain  gipsy  families,  about  a  dozen  in  all,  who  during  the  season 
work  on  the  local  farms.  During  this  time  they  use  the  farm  as  a  site.  Out 
of  season,  it  was  their  custom  to  use  the  Whittlesey  Wash  but  now  they  bob  up 
within  the  City  boundary  in  all  sorts  of  unsuitable  places.  As  these  people 
are  employed  in  the  areas  surrounding  the  City,  it  seems  to  me,  if  a  caravan  park 
is  provided  for  them  it  should  be  the  joint  responsibility  of  the  various  authori¬ 
ties. 


The  Noise  Abatement  Act  has  increased  the  number  of  complaints,  some  of 
which  are  frivolous;  all  of  which  are  very  difficult  to  deal  with.  Many  of  the 
noises,  I  find,  are  irritants  only  to  a  particular  household.  Very  often  the 
complaint  of  noise  is  complicated  by  a  complaint  of  fumes  from  the  same 
Works  and  unless  the  two  issues  are  kept  completely  separate,  confusion  must 
result. 

The  Electricity  Works  continues  to  be  blamed  for  much  of  the  grit  in  the 
City  but  it  seems  that  a  solution  is  in  sight  with  the  proposed  fitting  of  the 
electric  static  precipitator  which,  together  with  the  increased  efficiency  of  the 
mechanical  dust  extractor,  should  abate  the  nuisance. 

In  the  realm  of  meat  inspection,  whilst  being  pleased  at  the  continued  rarity 
of  tuberculosis  in  food  animals,  I  am  sorry  to  see  an  apparent  increase  in  the 
instances  of  cystercercus  bovis.  This  cyst  is  the  cause  of  a  nasty  tape  worm  in 
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man.  1  should  like  to  see  a  definite  code  of  judgment  instituted  for  carcases 
affected  with  this  cyst.  At  the  present  time,  any  cyst  discovered  is  sent  to  the 
local  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  confirmation  and  if  confirmed  the  carcase 
is  stored  in  deep  freeze  which  renders  the  cyst  innocuous. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  awarded 
certificates  to  various  food  handlers  who  attended  a  series  of  food  hygiene  talks 
organised  by  Mr.  F.  Free  who  is  one  of  the  Inspectors.  1  intend  to  continue 
this  series  during  1962. 

1  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  support,  Dr.  Smeaton,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
the  members  of  my  Staff  for  their  co-operation  and  loyal  help. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HALL, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS 

The  number  of  complaints  for  the  year  was  849  including  454  complaints 
of  infestations  of  rats.  This  is  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  rat  complaints 
which  follows  the  pattern  of  this  part  of  the  country.  This  increase  occurred 
mainly  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year.  The  number  of  infestations  caused  by 
rats  escaping  from  defective  drains  was  37  which  compares  with  previous  years. 

All  the  complaints  were  investigated  and  in  many  cases  a  large  number  of 
re-inspections  were  made  to  ensure  the  complainant  was  satisfied. 


HOUSING  ACT  AND  RENT  ACT 

As  last  year,  I  describe  below  the  procedure  adopted  to  ensure  a  reasonable 

standard  of  housing  within  the  district  : — 

(1)  A  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  dwellings  in  the  area  is  made  and  a  note 
is  made  of  existing  disrepair  and  where  the  house  can  be  made  fit  at  a 
reasonable  cost  a  notice  is  served  on  the  Owner  to  do  the  work.  If  the 
Owner  does  not  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs,  the  Council  can  then 
do  the  work  in  default  and  charge  the  Owners  with  the  cost. 

(2)  Where  the  house  cannot  be  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost,  notice  is  served 
on  the  Owner  to  this  effect  and  the  Owner  attends  for  interview  with  the 
Council  to  decide  the  action  to  be  taken  to  either  repair,  close  or  demolish 
the  house. 

In  both  of  the  above  cases,  the  Owner  has  the  right  of  appeal  to  County 
Court  against  the  decision  of  the  Council. 

(3)  Where  there  is  a  large  number  of  houses  unfit,  it  might  be  better  to  treat 
them  collectively,  in  which  case,  the  Council  makes  a  Clearance  Order  and 
the  Owners  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Ministry. 

(4)  Many  houses  which  would  otherwise  not  be  dealt  with  because  a  house  to 
house  inspection  will  only  deal  with  a  street  at  a  time,  are  brought  to-the 
notice  of  the  Department  as  a  result  of  complaint  and  after  due  consideration 
the  procedure  for  reporting  the  house  is  as  mentioned  above. 

(5)  Finally,  the  Tenant  can  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Landlord  to  obtain 
repairs  to  the  house  by  withholding  the  rent  after  serving  the  necessary 
notice  on  the  Landlord  and  being  granted  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  by  the 
City  Council. 

5  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  applied  for  during  the  year  and  Certificates 
were  granted  or  Undertakings  given  to  do  the  work  accepted. 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

70  Statutory  Notices  were  served  as  foliows  : — 


HODSING  ACT,  1957. 


Number  of 

Section  Notices 

Result 

No. 

17 

5 

Individual  unfit  houses  closed 

.  4 

Individual  unfit  houses  demolished  . . 

1 

36 

1 

House  in  multiple  occupation — additional 

sanitary  accommodation  provided 

1 

HIGHWAYS  ACT,  1959. 

124 

3 

An  attempt  to  clear  grass  verge  of  caravans 

which  failed  . .  . .  . .  . .  No 

result 

PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACT, 

1936. 

24 

50 

Works  completed  by  Local  Authority 

.  50 

93 

5 

Works  completed  by  Owner 

5 

39 

4 

Work  completed  by  Local  Authority 

.  2 

Work  completed  by  Owner 

.  2 

45 

1 

Work  completed  by  Owner 

1 

WATER 

ACT,  1945. 

138 

1 

Work  completed  by  Owner 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

I  give  below  an  abridged  list  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during 
the  year  which  have  been  enforced  by  means  of  the  various  Sections  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 


Work  to  drains — i.e.  relaid,  repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  219 

Sanitary  accommodation  repaired,  renewed  or  reconstructed  . .  46 

Roofs  and  chimney  stacks  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Woodwork  repaired  and  made  good  (floors,  windows,  doors,  etc.)  . .  48 

Accumulations  of  refuse  and  manure  removed  . .  . .  . .  9 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  84 


This  is  an  additional  method  to  that  given  under  the  heading  Housing  Act 
and  Rent  Act  of  ensuring  that  repairs  to  houses  are  carried  out  and  is  used  where 
the  disrepair  is  causing  a  definite  nuisance  to  the  Tenant. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

This  year  7  disinfections  only  were  carried  out  after  the  patient  had  been 
removed  to  Hospital. 

1  disinfection  of  a  Hospital  Ward  was  carried  out. 
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INFESTATIONS  AND  DIRTY  PREMISES 

3  disinfestations  were  carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  year. 

To  illustrate  how  the  work  of  the  Department  has  changed,  in  1936 — a 
year  taken  at  random — 209  premises  were  disinfected  and  18  articles  of  clothing 
disinfected.  205  houses  were  disinfested. 

This  either  indicates  cleaner  habits  or  as  1  believe,  better  housing  and  more 
efficient  insecticides. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 
22  visits  were  made  to  the  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  offensive  trades  existing  in  the  City  consist  of  one  Rag  and  Bone 
Merchant  and  one  Fat  Refinery.  Offal  and  Refuse  from  the  Slaughterhouses 
is  collected  by  a  firm  of  Manure  Makers,  (see  report  on  Meat  Inspection). 
This  explains  the  reason  for  the  few  offensive  trades  in  the  City  as  all  the  offen¬ 
sive  trades  are  connected  with  by-products  of  the  Slaughterhouses. 


KNACKERS  YARD 
None  practising  in  the  City. 


FAIRGROUNDS 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  fairs  during  the  year,  firstly  in  respect  of 
sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply  and  secondly  in  respect  of  stalls 
and  premises  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  to  the  public  and  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  showmen.  These  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  catering  arrangements  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Showground  were  inspected  before  and  during  the  Show  as  in  previous 
years.  Each  year  it  has  been  noted  that  the  sanitary  accommodation  improves 
and  when  the  new  Showground  comes  into  being  I  hope  that  the  standards  at 
present  enjoyed  will  continue. 


PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 

There  are  123  places  of  public  entertainment,  103  being  licensed  premises, 
all  of  which  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year  and  reports  made  on 
them  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Brewsters  Sessions. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960  & 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

There  were  22  complaints  of  noise  causing  a  nuisance  during  this  year 
some  of  which  were  easily  disposed  of  by  informal  means  but  when  large 
industries  become  involved  this  Act  is  not  so  easy  to  administer  because  of  the 
machinery  involved.  I  find  that  diesel  engines  are  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
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because  although  the  noise  from  the  exhaust  may  be  silenced  efficiently  there 
is  a  pressure  wave  which  although  it  may  appear  soundless  has  the  most  un¬ 
pleasant  effect  on  the  eardrums.  In  one  of  our  local  works,  despite  all  the 
efforts  of  silencing  experts,  this  pressure  wave  continues. 

What  is  best  practicable  means  and  who  is  to  decide  that  the  best  practicable 
means  of  abating  the  nuisance  has  been  carried  out  ?  This  applies  not  only 
to  noise  but  to  the  emission  of  fumes  (effluvia),  I  wonder  sometimes  should  the 
Council  put  a  case  to  the  Magistrates  with  a  suggestion  on  how  to  abate  a 
nuisance  and  leave  it  to  the  Court  to  decide  whether  the  best  practicable  means 
have  been  employed  by  the  defendant.  In  many  cases  a  certain  amount  of 
palative  work  is  done  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  best  practicable  means  have 
been  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance.  By  this  method,  it  may  be  that  the  nuisance 
is  only  alleviated  and  not  abated. 

13+  complaints  were  received  of  the  air  being  contaminated  by  smoke  or 
smuts  all  of  which  complaints  were  dealt  with  informally.  Several  of  ihe 
complaints  involved  locomotives  standing  on  the  railway  and  resulted  in  dis¬ 
ciplinary  action  being  taken  against  the  driver  and  fireman.  The  making  of 
black  smoke  by  railway  engines  in  the  Peterborough  area,  I  am  quite  certain, 
is  diminishing  and  I  am  sure  this  lessening  is  not  entirely  due  to  the  fact  there 
are  more  diesels  being  used. 

The  number  of  complaints  is  13+,  the  plus  representing  the  numerous 
repetitions  of  the  same  complaint  which  is  usually  received  when  smoke  dust 
or  effluvia  are  the  subject  of  a  complaint. 


THE  CARAVAN  SITES  &  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  1960. 

During  the  year  24  sites  were  licensed  for  616  vans  and  209  visits  were  made 
to  these  sites. 

A  successful  prosecution  was  taken  against  the  Owner  of  land  used  as  a 
site  without  a  licence. 

Because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  Site  Owners  of  their  future  development 
under  the  new  Act,  the  development  of  the  Sites  in  Peterborough  virtually  came 
to  a  standstill.  The  Model  Regulations  were  adopted  in  toto  with  an  addition 
requiring  street  lighting  in  the  larger  caravan  sites.  At  the  present  time,  with 
the  exception  of  one  site  all  the  larger  sites  have  appealed  against  the  permission 
granted  by  the  local  Town  Planning  Authority.  The  Owners  of  these  sites 
are  asking  for  a  longer  period  to  justify  the  additional  expense  incurred  in 
satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  City  Council. 

None  of  the  Site  Owners  offered  comment  antipathetic  to  the  standards 
adopted  by  the  City  Council. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Samples  of  water  were  regularly  taken  during  the  year  from  the  swimming 
pools  in  the  City  namely  those  owned  by  the  City  Council,  by  the  Joint  Education 
Board  and  at  a  private  school,  for  bacteriological  examination  and  to  test  for 
free  chlorine  content  of  the  water.  The  presence  of  free  chlorine  indicates  that 
sufficient  chlorine  is  being  used  to  combat  the  contamination  present  at  the  time 
of  sampling.  The  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Regular  visits  were  also  made  to  the  pools  during  the  season  to  inspect 
records  kept. 
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FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938—55 
PROSECUTIONS 

Offence  Verdict 


Selling  mouldy  crumpets  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Selling  sugar  not  of  quality  demanded. 

Selling  loaf  containing  cigarette  end. 

Selling  loaf  containing  excessive  iron  stain. 

Selling  loaf  containing  excess  iron. 

Selling  mouldy  apple  turnovers. 

Selling  mouldy  port  pie. 

Selling  fly  blown  tongue. 

Selling  chocolate  eclairs  not  of  quality  demanded. 
(The  filling  contained  49.4%  fatty  matter.  The 
fatty  matter  contained  1 1 .9%  of  free  fatty  acids — 
(expressed  as  Oleic  Acid).  The  high  amount  of 
free  fatty  acids  in  the  fatty  matter  indicated  that 
the  latter  had  undergone  decomposition). 

Glass  in  bread. 

Wire  and  stone  in  Nelson  Square  cake. 

Mouldy  bubble  gums. 


Fined  £2  :  Pleaded  Guilty. 

Fined  £2  :  Pleaded  Guilty. 
Fined  £5  : 

Fined  £5  :  £5:5:  Costs. 
Fined  £10  :  Pleaded  Guilty. 
Fined  £2  :  Pleaded  Guilty. 
Fined  £2  : 

Fined  £2:10:  10/-  Costs. 

Pleaded  Guilty. 

Fined  £25  : 


Case  dismissed. 
Fined  £2  : 
Fined  £2  : 


The  Council  directed  that  strong  letters  of  warning  be  sent  to  firms  con¬ 
cerning  the  sale  of  the  following  : — 

Mouldy  cornish  pasties. 

Contaminated  bread. 

Weevils  in  flour. 


The  various  premises  registered  or  subject  to  regulations  made  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act  have  been  regularly  inspected,  in  particular  the  Cafes  and 
Restaurant  kitchens.  The  Hotels,  which  for  the  greater  part  are  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  City,  are  visited  once  a  week,  varying  the  day  and  the  time  of 
visit. 

Altogether  1204  visits  were  made  to  the  various  food  shops  in  the  City. 

72  visits  have  been  made  to  the  15  Bakehouses  in  the  City  during  the  year 
additional  to  visits  connected  with  complaints,  etc. 


REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  SECTION  16 
(A)  Ice-cream  : 

Ice-cream  is  manufactured  by  one  firm  in  the  City.  This 
manufacturer  pasteurises  ice-cream  by  the  “Holder”  method. 
The  recording  thermometers  are  regularly  inspected  and 
checked  with  the  certified  thermometers  owned  by  the 
Department. 
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There  are  234  premises  retailing  Ice-cream  in  the  City,  all  of  which  were 
visited  during  the  year. 

(B)  Making-up  Premises  : 

Visits  were  made  to  42  premises  in  the  City  additional  to 
those  made  to  Butcher’s  shops  and  Making-up  Premises 
adjoining  Slaughterhouses. 


FOOD  OTHER  THAN  MEAT 

126  requests  were  received  during  the  year  which  resulted  in  451  Con¬ 
demnation  Notes  being  issued  covering  1977  tins  of  food  and  1  ton,  1  cwt. 
0  stones,  11|  lbs.  of  other  foodstuffs. 


FOOD  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  23  Formal  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 

The  average  composition  of  18  samples  of  milk  gave  3.7%  Fat  and  8.81% 
Solids-not-Fat.  5  samples  of  Channel  Island  Milk  gave  4.82%  Fat  and  9.29% 
Solids-not-Fat. 

There  are  4  firms  delivering  milk  to  the  houses  in  the  City,  one  of  these 
from  out  of  town  which  sells  only  sterilised  milk.  These  firms  are  also  the  only 
firms  providing  milk  for  sale  in  the  various  small  shops  in  the  City. 

The  records  at  the  pasteurising  plants  of  the  3  firms  who  retail  milk  other 
than  sterilised  milk  within  the  City,  are  readily  available  for  Inspection.  These 
records  include  the  Fat  and  Solids-not-Fat  percentages  of  all  milk.  For  this 
reason,  the  number  of  samples  taken  for  this  type  of  milk  sampling  has  been 
fairly  small  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  and  to  make  available  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  more  samples  of  other  foods. 

Informal  Samples  have  been  taken  of  a  large  variety  of  foods  which  in¬ 
clude  : — 

Bread.  Ice  Lollie  Syrup,  Beef  Sausage  Meat,  Butter,  Milk  Chocolate  (containing 
Irish  Whiskey),  Malt  Vinegar,  Sugar,  Margarine,  Pork  Luncheon  Meat,  Apple 
and  Blackberry  Jam,  Nite  Cup,  Curried  Chicken  and  Mushrooms,  Gravy 
Browning,  Luncheon  Meat  Loaf,  Corned  Beef,  Self-raising  Flour,  Sterilised 
Cream,  Horse  Radish  Relish,  Desiccated  Coco-nut,  Marzipan,  Tea,  Choclate 
Eclairs,  Whipped  Cream,  Jolyroll,  Orange  Squash,  Peas  containing  preservative. 
Fruit  Pie  (Apple),  Mixed  Cut  Peel,  Raspberry  Jelly,  Mincemeat,  Iron  &  Yeast 
Tonic  Tablets,  Blackcurrent  drops  with  Vit.  C.,  Almond  Marzipan,  Full  Cream 
Evaporated  Milk,  Epsom  Salts. 

The  informal  samples  of  Margarine  were  also  tested  for  Vitamin  A  con¬ 
tent. 

Formal  Samples  were  taken  of  : — 

Malt  Vinegar,  Cream  Cheese,  Lemon  Curd,  Ice-cream,  Dairy  Ice-cream, 
Potted  Beef,  Farm  Butter,  Cream,  Pork  Sausage,  Dairy  Cream,  Doughnuts, 
Orange  Drink,  Rum,  Whisky,  Gin,  Vodka,  Brandy. 
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During  the  year,  the  Public  Analyst  reported  on  Cream  Cheese.  This 
“cream  cheese”  contained  substantially  less  than  the  50%  minimum  amount 
of  fat  that  one  would  like  to  see  as  a  legal  standard. 

Pork  luncheon  meat  contained  only  74.4%  meat  as  against  the  minimum 
of  80%  agreed  between  the  Association  of  Public  Analysts  and  the  Food  Manu¬ 
facturers  Federation  Inc. 

The  City  Council  sent  letters  to  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations 
and  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  suggesting  that  legal 
standards  should  be  prescribed  for  the  above  items. 

Three  samples  of  bread  brought  into  the  office  with  greyish  streaks  widely 
dispersed  throughout  were  found  to  be  contaminated  by  a  mixture  of  old  dough 
and  vegetable  lubricating  oil  used  in  the  machinery.  After  a  thorough  investi¬ 
gation  several  points  at  which  this  may  have  entered  the  dough  mix  were  dealt 
with  by  the  management. 

A  complaint  of  black  flecks  in  sugar  was  investigated.  These  black  flecks 
were  burnt  sugar  and  were  the  result  of  a  breakdown  at  one  of  the  Factories. 
The  sugar  was  re-refined  and  much  had  to  be  destroyed  but  this  sample  was  one 
small  amount  which  happened  to  get  through  the  investigators’  hands. 

A  sample  of  butter  was  purchased  which  contained  21.7%  by  weight 
of  water.  This  butter  therefore  contained  5.7%  of  water  in  excess  of  the  legal 
standard.  A  warning  letter  was  sent  and  further  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

A  sample  of  pork  sausage  contained  80  parts  of  sulphur  dioxide  per 
million  by  weight.  This  was  not  declared  at  the  time  of  sale.  Having  regard 
to  the  small  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  present,  the  Council  decided  to  take  no 
action,  but  since  this  date  I  notice  the  Butcher  has  the  necessary  declaration 
posted  in  his  shop. 

Potted  Beef  contained  only  65%  of  meat  and  5.7%  extraneous  cereal  filler. 
Potted  beef  should  contain  at  least  95%  meat.  The  article  was  sold  at  beef 
paste  price  and  the  Council  wrote  to  the  shopkeeper  who  agreed  to  change 
description. 

Rum  declared  70°  proof  actually  67.2°. 

Vodka  declared  65.5°  proof  actually  64.3°. 

Letters  were  sent  from  the  Council  with  reference  to  these  two  samples 
which  the  Distillers  say  was  due  to  obscuration  of  alcohol  content  and  which 
explanation  was  accepted  by  the  City  Council. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(PASTEURISED  &  STERILISED  MILK) 

REGULATION,  1960. 

Sterilised  milk  is  sold  in  this  City  by  two  firms,  one  operating  from  Grimsby 
and  the  other  providing  milk  for  distribution  through  one  of  the  local  firms. 

72  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  for 
approved  tests.  One  sample  of  tuberculin  tested  raw  milk  was  unsatisfactory. 
Reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  took  up  the 
matter  of  clean  production  with  the  producer. 
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Milk  biologically  tested  for  the  presence  of  tuberculous  infection  proved 
negative. 

NOTE  : — 

Test  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  Methylene  Blue  for  keeping  quality, 
i.e.  cleanliness. 

Test  for  Pasteurised  Milk  is  Methylene  Blue  for  keeping  quality,  i.e. 
cleanliness  and  Phosphatase  to  show  whether  or  not  the  milk  has  been 
heat-treated. 

Test  for  Sterilised  Milk — the  Turbidity  Test  is  applied. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

In  1961,  the  Report  of  the  City  Council  on  slaughtering  and  slaughterhouses 
in  the  City  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food. 
The  facilities  provided  in  the  City  are  sufficient  to  cover  not  only  the  City 
requirements  but  also  the  requirements  of  the  surrounding  districts. 

In  addition  to  the  six  slaughterhouses  and  one  bacon  factory,  the  plans  of 
a  new  slaughterhouse  to  be  built  by  a  large  wholesale  firm  have  been  con¬ 
firmed  and  approval  given  by  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Authority. 
It  is  proposed  to  start  building  this  abattoir  early  in  1962  to  come  into  use  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year.  I  understand  that  the  firm  who  is  building  this  large 
slaughterhouse  is  prepared  to  undertake  slaughtering  for  local  butchers  so  that 
its  resources  will  thus  be  thrown  into  the  common  pool  of  the  City. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
( exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1.  Number  killed 

3,758 

47 

100 

15,618 

14,685 

2.  Number  inspected.  . . 

3,758 

47 

100 

15,618 

14,685 

3.  All  diseases,  except  T.B. 
and  C.B.  whole  carcases 
condemned  . . 

_ 

3 

5 

18 

12 

4.  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

354 

5 

2 

323 

704 

5.  Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
T.B.  and  C.B. 

9-4% 

17.0% 

7% 

2.2% 

4.9% 

6.  T.B.  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

3 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

7.  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

14 

3 

____ 

_ 

247 

8.  Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  T.B. 

•5% 

6.4% 

1% 

_ 

1-7% 

9.  CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

70 

10.  Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera¬ 
tion 

70 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

. 

11.  Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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The  reasons  for  condemnation  of  the  carcases  mentioned  in  the  table  are 
as  below.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the  beats’  carcases  given  as  condemned 
with  C.B.  are  subsequently  treated  in  deep  freeze  so  that  the  cyst  is  rendered 
innocuous  and  the  meat  is  fit  for  consumption. 

One  of  the  features  which  should  be  noticed  is  the  continued  decrease  of 
condemnation  of  any  past  of  a  beast  for  T.B. 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

70  Beast  . . 

..  C.B. 

1  Calf  . . 

. .  T.B. 

3  Beast  . . 

..  T.B. 

4  Calves 

. .  Immaturity 

1  Cow 

. .  Pyaemia 

1  Calf  . . 

. .  Joint  ill. 

1  Cow 

Fevered 

1  Cow 

. .  Septic  Peritonitis 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

1  Sheep  . . 

Moribund 

1  Pig 

. .  Septic 

pneumonia 

7  Sheep  . . 

Emaciation 

1  Pig 

. .  Suffocation 

1  Ewe 

. .  Generalised 

1  Pig 

. .  Septic 

Oedema 

peritonitis 

1  Sheep  . . 

Septic 

3  Pigs  . . 

Moribund 

pneumonia 

1  Pig 

. .  Oedema 

2  Ewes  . . 

. .  Emaciation 

1  Pig 

Multiple 

4  Sheep  . . 

. .  Oedema 

Abcess 

1  Lamb  . . 

Septic 

2  Pigs  . . 

. .  Septic 

peritonitis 

Arthritis 

1  Sheep  . . 

Uraemia  fever 

1  Sow  . . 

. .  Septic 

Peritonitis 

1  Pig  •  • 

. .  Emaciated 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  &  OTHER  FOODS 

The  arrangement  with  Messrs.  Mays  &  Sons  Ltd.,  of  Bourne  for  disposal 
of  condemned  meat  by  digestion  on  their  premises  continues  to  work  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Food  and  other  meat  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  burying  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Tip.  This  is  tipped  early  in  the  morning  so  that  it  is  quickly  covered  by 
several  feet  of  normal  refuse. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

36  persons  satisfied  the  Inspectors  of  their  ability  to  slaughter  animals 
except  horses,  and  licences  were  issued. 

The  instruments  for  slaughtering  used  locally  are  the  captive  bolt  for 
beasts  and  electric  stunners  for  sheep  and  pigs. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  total  of  Factories  includes  Bakehouses,  Making-up  Premises,  Dairies 
and  one  Ice-cream  Factory.  The  visits  to  these  premises  are  not  included 
under  this  heading  except  where  action  was  required  under  the  appropriate 


section  of  the  Factories  Act. 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(0 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

37 

43 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  . 

245 

111 

8 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  premises) 

30 

20 

Total 

312 

174 

8 

_ 

Particulars 


(1) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  found  cases  in  which 

- prosecutions 

Referred  were  instituted 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

(2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  3 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . .  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S-3.)  . .  . .  - 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
(S.6.)  . .  . .  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient  . .  . .  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  17 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  out¬ 
work)  . .  . .  . .  3 


2 


9 


11 


3 


Total  23 


14 


16 


Various  nuisances  and  works  of  cleansing  were  carried  out  after  informal 
action  by  this  Department  in  addition  to  the  above. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  large  building  sites  and  numerous  small 
sites  to  inspect  the  sanitary  accommodation. 

236  houses  were  completed  under  private  enterprise  and  194  under  con¬ 
struction. 


OUTWORKERS 

Addresses  of  Outworkers  : — 

Received  from  Employers  . .  . .  . .  . .  136 

Received  from  other  Councils  . .  . .  . .  2 

All  the  Outworkers’  premises  in  the  City  have  been  visited  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

The  alteration  in  the  times  of  sewer  treatments  commenced  last  year  was 
was  so  successful  that  we  repeated  the  treatments  this  year  during  April  and 
October. 

The  Tip  at  Fengate  continues  to  be  a  reservoir  of  rat  infestation  and  at  the 
present  time  receives  priority.  I  am  convinced  that  at  this  particular  Tip  the 
rats  move  in  from  the  surrounding  dykes  when  the  stronger  rats  on  the  Tip 
have  been  killed  by  the  Rodent  Operator,  as  no  colony  could  continue  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  kill  which  is  made  regularly  on  this  Tip. 

As  previously  mentioned  in  the  Report,  the  autumn  of  this  year  saw  a  great 
increase  in  the  rat  population  due  most  likely  to  the  mild  weather,  combined 
harvesting  which  leaves  a  large  amount  of  grain  on  the  ground  compared  with 
reaping  and  I  believe,  a  contributory  factor  in  the  increase  in  rat  population 
during  the  last  years  is  due  to  the  diminished  competition  for  food  since  the 
rabbit  population  was  decimated  by  myxomatosis. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Au¬ 

thority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
(Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

1.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Au¬ 
thority’s  District 

56 

18,812 

3,622 

22,490 

71 

2.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  notification 

23 

332 

96 

451 

3 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  : — 
Common  (Major 
rat  (Minor 

23 

313 

81 

417 

3 

House  (Major 

Mouse  (Minor 

— 

19 

15 

34 

— 

3.  Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of  sur¬ 
vey  under  the  Act 

80 

767 

135 

982 

14 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  : — 
Common  (Major 
rat  (Minor 

80 

728 

120 

928 

House  (Major 

Mouse  (Minor 

— 

39 

15 

54 

4.  Total  number  of 
properties  otherwise 
inspected  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  pur¬ 
pose) 

1,204 

1,204 

5.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  includ¬ 
ing  re-inspections 

311 

1,485 

403 

2,199 

36 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949— continued 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Au¬ 

thority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

6.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec¬ 
tions  2,3  &  4  treated 
by  the  Local 

Authority 

43 

175 

39 

257 

2 

7.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments 

205 

362 

92 

659 

6 

8.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Sect.  4 
of  the  Act 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

9.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default 

action  was  taken 
following  the  issue 
of  a  Notice  under 
Sect.  4  of  the  Act 

10.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Number  of  “Block” 
control  schemes 

carried  out 

Nil 

RECORDINGS  OF  So3  FOR  1961  (Jan  -  Doc) 
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MONTHLY  RECORDINGS  OF  So3  FOR  1961  (Jan.-Dee.) 
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